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lobk for any serious challenge from that quarter immediately after their great triumph at the polls. Thinking this danger to he rather in the future than in the present, they decided to push forward as quickly as possible with Bills on which their supporters had most set their hearts, and the Bong's speech for the first session promised an Education Bill, a Trades Disputes Bill, an Agricultural Holdings Bill, a Bill for the abolition of Plural Voting, an Irish Government Bill and numerous other minor measures.
The Education Bill
While taking objection to nearly all these Bills the Urdonist party concentrated its attack on the Education Bill.   That was to a large extent a repeal of Mr. Balfour's Act of 1902, since it proposed to obliterate the distinction between voluntary or..." non-provided " schools and publicly provided schools, and to bring all alike under the local authority.   In all schools public or voluntary, undenominational teaching, as definec in the " Cowper-Temple clause " of the original Educatioi Act, was to be given by the ordinary teachers, unless the^ pleaded conscientious objection; and in the former voluntar schools, now to be transferred to the local authority, faciMtie were to be given for special denominational teaching on tw days in the week.   But this special teaching was not to b given by the regular teachers, the ground alleged for tfai being that an option to give it would be tantamount to .cow pulsion, since in most cases the teachers would be unable t decline without disqualifying themselves for the appointment Finally, to meet the case of Roman Catholics and Angle Catholics, it was provided in Clause IV that a school migl remain  denominational, though maintained out  of publ funds, if four-fifths of the parents desired it.
The Bill, which was introduced by Mr. Birrell, the Minister of Education, on April 9, 1906, raised a storm of protest. The bishops in a meeting at Lambeth denounced it as " confiscation '* and " tyranny "and declared uncompromising opposition on behalf of the Church of England. The Roman Catholics refused the concession offered for their schools and made common cause with the Anglicans. Joined in opposition were a certain number of Radicals who objected to any religious
